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1. Upon Luang Thanvong Nawasawat®s rocent return to Thalland, 2 hasty confer-
e¢nce of the "inner Goup council", composed of Phibuvl, luang Kach 3onggras,
Khemchat Bunyarataphan, and Phin Chunhuvwen, vas convened to consider the

a3t

anppointment of the former Prinme Linister to a Cabinst post.

3]

» Phin nade the suggestion that Thanrongy be named to the Cabinet aftoer being
cenvineed by Liang Chayakan thet appointiment of Thamrong would be of assig-
tance in satisfying the United States that the Thei Governument was actually
2 representative coaiition anc taerefore eiilgible to meke niliitary purchases.
Liany also mede tie gsolnt that Thanrong vwoula assist in pacifying the Demos
crats in Poreliasent.

3. Phibul supporited the proposed appointment. Xhemchat ana Xach protested on
the grounds that the 1947 Coup wus eiffectec for the scle vurncss of ous‘t,
Thamrong ané, therefore, Thamrong*s appolntment to a eabinet post would
endanger the 1947 Coup clivue's accomplishnments. It was also polnbed our %
that Thamrong's Qre's(,rlco vould antagonize the Uenocrets and possibly aid
the rebirth of the Constitutional Front and banacheeo Par'ule"s, which al-
ready hold sevats 1n Parliament. Xach even opposed Thawrong for personal
reasoens, sbtating that he hac disliked him for a long period. After hearing
these argunonts., Phibul dropned the icea of appointing Thamronz to a Cabinet
post,

4. Thanrong not oniy did not participshae in the 26 Pebruary 1947 coup attenpt,
bult he had nolt been advised that a coup was plannad. It is not enpected that
Thanror; will be invited to tuke part in any future coup attampb.?

2 urcported that Thamron: row i unpopwlar with
tha Pridgi-liavy eligue, See this alssemination for Turthor inforumation on
the 26 February 194y coup atlenph.

WCO\ awent . Should Thaarong ever becone 2 genber e Governnent, his
presence should not be construed to muan that he ig a renreahntav-ve rn‘
cither the Pridi or Havy cligue. There is a possiviidity thei Thanror
returned to Thailana because be had ne future outside of Thailand or 1.1Lh

the Pridi-Nlavy clicue., If Thamrong can escape a orison sentence and even-
tvally secure a Govermnent post, his lot would seem nuch brishter. an inter-
asting factor in this rosort is the split alipgning Phibul-Phin apainst
Khemchat-Kach. Thamrong’s fubure sctivities may well be an indication as to
which side is the sitro
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